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Matthew 21: 28-32 
 
  
If you suspected you had counterfeit currency in your 
wallet, would you take it out of circulation - or would 
you pass it on? 
  
Would you see yourself as a victim for having 
unwittingly received it, thus feeling justified in 
passing on the fake bill? 
  
Would you take it to a bank to confirm your 
suspicions - or would you spend it as quickly as 
possible before you found out the possible truth? 
  
Would you knowingly spend a fake hundred-dollar bill 
if you thought no one would notice - or would you see 
yourself as doing a public service by destroying it or 
turning it into authorities? 
  
Think about what you would do - and in whose "best 
interest" you would act. 
  
What you would do with that suspected fake bill says 
a great deal about your ethics. 
  
[From Soul Currency: Investing Your Inner Wealth for 
Fulfillment and Abundance by Ernest D. Chu.] 



 
We have all heard the adage that actions speak louder 
than words.  
 
Today we are presented in the daily newspaper 
headlines with numerous incidents where the actions 
of people are inconsistent with the words they 
profess.  
 
We are also bombarded with the idea that reward must 
follow any action.  
 
Society tells us that tasks are not worth our effort 
unless there is a pot of gold or some other significant 
prize that awaits the completion of our effort.  
 
We who bear the name Christian must stand against 
this tide of rhetoric and reward and profess by action 
as well as word our faith in Jesus.  
 
Christians must be willing to do what is right because 
it is right.  
 
Conversion to a life of action consistent with the ideas 
we express on our lips will one day bring us to God 
and eternal life. 
 
We all know that actions do speak loudly, but most 
would have to admit a certain reticence in action.  
 



Action exposes to the whole world what we truly 
believe.  
 
It is rather easy and unthreatening to make comments 
and address issues in the forum of debate, but the 
transfer of words to personal involvement is often 
complex and we hesitate in action.  
 
While words can be cheap, action is quite costly.  
 
It costs us time and effort; it may even cost us friends. 
 
Doing what is right simply because it is right must be 
the attitude we possess.  
 
I think of those throughout history who have done 
what is right simly because it is right: 
 
Martin Lutrher King, Jr. 
 
Rosa Parks 
 
Mother Theresa 
 
The person you work with 
 
The coach or the referee 
 
Countless unsung people who have done what is 
right. 
 



As important as conviction is, such deep-seated belief 
holds little value unless we can support our words 
with effort and devotion to cause. 
  
Jesus' simple story of the two sons takes the Gospel 
out of the realm of the "theoretical" and places the 
mercy of God smack in the middle of our busy, 
complicated everyday lives. 
 
Compassion, forgiveness and mercy are only words 
until our actions give full expression to those values 
in our relationships with others; our identifying 
ourselves as Christians and calling ourselves 
disciples of Jesus mean nothing until our lives 
express that identity in the values and beliefs we 
uphold.  
 
The words of the Gospel must be lived;  
 
Jesus' teachings on justice, reconciliation and love 
must be the light that guides us,  
 
the path we walk,  
 
the prayer we work to make a reality.  
 
Discipleship begins within our hearts, where we 
realize Christ's presence in our lives and in the lives 
of others and then honoring that presence in 
meaningful acts of compassion and charity. 
 



It means we do what is right simply because it is right. 
 
This means we don't pass on the counterfeit 20 dollar 
bill. 
 
That is what integrity is all about....doing the right 
thing simply because it is right. 
 


